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Prefabrication today still bears the stigma of conjuring up images of very traditional family homes, crappy cramped social housing or pseudo-cute transformer-objects. Architectonic quality of space is quickly lost in these projects in favor of the obsolete nuclear family’s wishes, extreme cost-reduction or ultra transformability/ transportability. 

But let’s face it: who REALLY wants to live in a suburban cottage, where every house, street and neighborhood look exactly the same? Who REALLY dreams about living in a huge cockroach-infested impersonal block of micro-sized apartments? And can you REALLY imagine yourself dragging your plastic-fantastic-transformer-mobile suitcase-home around the world?

What if there was an alternative which balances cost-effectiveness and sizing in function of REALLY Cool architecture?!

Introducing: Cool Standard Home.

Cool Standard Home sets a new, Cool standard for quality living anywhere. The architectural scheme is deceptively simple – Home consists of a continuous sequence of facilities for everything we do at Home, from enter to exit: relaxing in front of TV, cooking and eating, excreting, dressing and undressing, bathing and sleeping.

As more and more people today find themselves for long periods of time single or part of a two-people relationship as opposed to the nuclear family, issues of physical privacy are shifted and solid walls are abolished: Home is a continuous single space which nevertheless provides light and flexible privacy through height shifts, different treatment of glass and the use of façade-curtains. 

Home is slender and long – the site lends itself to cramped urban sites as easily as to budget private property land. Home is omni-orientable: it performs as an omni-view glass box as successfully as it does when walled in between two buildings. Home can be arranged in an endless array of possibilities: by itself on your plot of land surrounded by apple trees; stacked vertically in a slender urban community; multiplied by two with one facade wall partially or completely taken out if your family expanded horizontally; and any combination of the above.

Home is Standard: constructed in modular prefab concrete it is based on the 1.2m grid globally compatible with prefab elements from most prefab producers. The Standard is flexible: in countries where manual labor is cheap, it can also be constructed on-site. 

It is cost-effective: the abolition of walls reduces interior construction to floor and ceiling finishes which are also customizable – Home is even IKEA-compatible. For different site situations different prefab facade elements could be used – from all-round safety glass façade to 80% solid closed façade and everything in between. Home breathes naturally: apart from openable façade elements for cross-ventilation all the interior facilities have direct ventilation through the roof (in vertically stacked version this occurs through the ceiling- façade.   

Living in a box...Let’s face it: once Cool Standard Home is an accepted global standard, we can live OUT of the box anywhere in the world – namely 1 box containing all our belongings because the Cool Standard provides for everything else!

